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Invitation to Submit an Expression of Interest for Hosting the GCARD3 Global event 
The Organizing Committee for the Global Conference for Agricultural Research and Development (GCARD) is 
inviting Expressions of Interest from countries in sub-Saharan Africa wishing to host the GCARD3 Global event. 
GCARD3 is the third Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development. It is planned and being 
implemented as a longer term engagement process which provides a variety of opportunities for diverse groups 
of stakeholders to positively influence the direction and activities of international research for development 
over the next ten years.  
In the middle of this consultation process will be the GCARD3 Global event, which will take place in the first 
quarter of 2016. The GCARD3 Global event will be directly representative of the wider consultation process, with 
participation balanced between partners and actors from the research through to the development sectors 
(including farmer organizations, NGOs, civil society and private sector). 
The objective of this invitation is to solicit Expressions of Interest from countries in sub-Saharan Africa to host 
the GCARD3 Global event. With the guidance and involvement of the GCARD3 Organizing Committee and 
Implementing Team, and professional event planning support, the host country will plan and hold an 
outstanding international event that showcases and learns from the GCARD3 national and regional level 
consultations, and additionally allows an opportunity to look at global level priorities and actions. All participants 
and their organizations recognize the generosity of the host country and afford it special recognition for its 
contribution to facilitating the development of GCARD.   
The Organizing Committee will accept Expressions of Interest from government representatives from Ministries 
of Agriculture in the countries of sub-Saharan Africa that have active programs in agriculture, agricultural 
research and development and are committed to advancing agriculture in its country and region.  
Countries are invited to submit their Expression of Interest in the form of a formal letter with supporting 
documentation based on the criteria stated in the attached document by 17 July 2015. The Expression of 
Interest should consider the expectations and requirements of GCARD3 and indicate a strong level of national 
endorsement for the GCARD3 event. The letter must be submitted by a Government representative who is 
empowered to offer this commitment by a Government Minister/official representative. All responses will be 
reviewed by the GCARD3 Organizing Committee and selection made based on the Expression of Interest that 
best matches the stated criteria and the conditions necessary for achieving a successful GCARD3 Global event. 
A complete copy of the Guidelines for Expression of Interests in hosting the GCARD3 event is attached or 
available at http://www.egfar.org/gcard.  
Submission of the expression of interest should be made to: 
   
GCARD Organizing Committee 
The Global Forum on Agricultural Research 
c/o Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 
00153 Rome, Italy 
e-mail: fiona.chandler@fao.org  
Tel: +39 (06) 570 55481 
Fax: +39 (06) 570 53898 
 
Do not hesitate to contact GFAR (fiona.chandler@fao.org) if you require further information in considering this 
invitation. 
On behalf of the GCARD3 Organizing Committee 
 
 
 
Mark Holderness Frank Rijsberman  
Executive Secretary, GFAR CEO, CGIAR Consortium 
Co-Chair GCARD3 Organizing Committee Co-Chair GCARD3 Organizing Committee 
 
